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November 19th, 2020 
 
 
Brian Harris 
Maine Yacht Center 
100 Kensington St 
Portland, Maine 04103 
 
RE: Special Harbor Commissioner’s Meeting Railroad Trestle Demolition   
 
 Dear Mr. Harris: Per your request, TEC Associates conducted a general Inspection 

of the trestle’s piling on Monday November 16th, 2020. After learning that the southern 

portion of the trestle was scheduled to be demolished, Maine Yacht Center (MYC) 

contacted TEC Associates to assess the overall condition of the piling in the hope that 

the piling could be left in place while the deck is demolished. (MYC) owns and operates 

multiple moorings adjacent to the existing timber railroad trestle in the approach to Back 

Cove in Portland. These moorings utilize wave abatement created by the piling of the 

railroad trestle. If the piling is to be removed, MYC’s moorings would be exposed to higher 

intensity wave energy, making the moorings less useful, particularly during high wind and 

storm events. 

 During the inspection the tide was low and the weather was mostly clear. TEC was 

not asked to inspect the deck of the structure; however it is clear that the deck has 

undergone significant deterioration as a result of rot and multiple fires. It is TEC’s 

recommendation that the deck be demolished in entirety as it poses a navigational hazard 

to marine traffic as portions of timber fall off and enter Casco Bay (see Figure 1).  

 The structure’s piling are overall in better condition than the deck of the trestle. 

The most notable damage to the piling is a result of fire (see figure 2). Some of the piles 

have been burnt up to 4 feet down from the bottom of the deck (+/- 10 MLLW). At the 

time of inspection there were no missing piles noted, indicating that the piles are in 

sound condition from the mudline up to the high tide splash zone. In areas of the trestle 

where the deck wasn’t burned, or the fire was minor, the piling is in good condition (See 

figure 3). Some piles exhibited minor surface rot in the high tide splash-zone which is 

typical, and small pieces of timber will certainly break off over time, but this does not 



constitute a significant marine hazard. Piles exhibiting significant fire damage and/or rot 

in the upper splash-zone could be cut off below the damage to mitigate risks to 

watercraft.  

 It is TEC’s opinion that the existing timber piling does not constitute a significant 

marine hazard. The piling is generally in sound enough condition to remain intact, and is 

currently providing wave abatement for MYC’s moorings. TEC recommends that the 

demolition project be modified to include only the demolition of the deck and other loose 

timbers. 

 
 
Regards, 
 
Gordon Armstrong 
TEC Associates 
 
 
 

 
(Figure 1: Failing deck structure) 

 
 

 



 

 
(Figure 2: Burnt piling) 

 
 
 

 
(Figure 3: General condition of unburnt piling) 


